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Interesting Places You’ve Never Been 1o/

The “Grand Tour” - Part VI
Caliente or Bust

by The Intrepid Explorer

Last time, we left you wandering around Cathedral After that the terrain begins to change once again
Gorge. | hope you've had enough time to explore and giu're back into some rolling hills that obstruct your vig
ready to move on, for there are still a few more things to s8gns of civilization begin to appear. Clearly there is so
before the day is done and we're back in home territory. thing up ahead, but what could it be? Surely not farm)

get the engine warm. We'll be stopping at Caliente. Neers to the west and the town comes into view.
doubt you've heard it mentioned on the news when they get Almost the first thing you see is the old train depot

to the weather report. It's one of those towns “over thereéhe Union Pacific railway. It was late afternoon when

you probably wonder just what's there. You'll pass the turgure, for those of us who don't live next to the MGM Gr
off to Panaca just a few miles south of Cathedral Gorge. BH the Luxor.

| could see in the distance were round green patches. Irri-

gation pivots. Probably alfalfa or something similar.

cointinued on next page

with Panaca and Pioche. If you haven't been there befaget there and it was dazzling. Gleaming white. A huge sjuc-

and
W.

me-
ng.

You don't have to go far to the next stop. You'll bareljining? One can never tell in Nevada. Suddenly the foad

on
we

nd
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But before you rush to take a closer look, you mightamp running up to the doors on the car. Is there something
just want to head a bit west of the depot itself. There areiaside? Could Elvis and Big Foot be hiding out in Caliente?
few interesting little Unlike those brave
items you might souls on the X Files,
want to take a look we decided not tc
at. Well, OK. They investigate further,
aren't so little. The train depo
There are a couple itself is a classid
pieces of rolling Mission style,
stock. An old ca- probably from the
boose, with the 30's. I'm sure therd
“Caliente” sign sit- are some railroad
ting there next to it, buffs out there whg
in case someone know the details om
coming down the this. But you car
tracks might not see from the pic
know what town tures that it is a mag
they were passing nificent structure
through. And be- from many decade
yond that, is the ago. However, unt
other masterpiece in like others of its
town. A large box- kind, like the depo
car that someone has at Kelso, it appear
clearly spent many that someone ha
hours painting. It been taking exquis
looked like something you might expect to find on the sidéte care of it. Clearly it's been seeing paint. When you|ap-
of some large building in a big city, but here it was in a .
sleepy little town near a grand old train depot. There is a continued on page 14
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Caliente ... afraid the picture doesn't do it justice. First, it's in black and
: white. And second, it was so large it couldn't really fit in ¢ne

continued from page S picture without distorting it badly. So | took two pictures and

proach it you begin to realize that it isn’t some well preservéeasted” them together. That's only a rough approximatiop of

dinosaur, but it is still very much in use. The doors were op&hat was there.

so we went inside. It looked like a modern office or public On an adjoining wall was another mural, about a third

building. There was Union Pacific office clearly labeled. Stes big as it was on a smaller wall. As you can see, minof ob-
led upstairs to my offices. The lobby had a hug mural on one
entire wall. It was a map of the whole Mojave Desert. I'm Continued on page 27
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The Grand Tour....

continued from page 14

structions like doors and windows didn't deter the artist ong windows.
iota! Alas, this too is in black and white. You'll Slmply haV?)anes_ There was p|enty of ||ght inside. | think there w
lights there, but | don’t even remembgr
if they were on or not. They surely

-

to go up there to take a look for yourself.

Even the windows were worthy of a picture. There
windows, and then there are windows. Nice, big, semi-ci
Even the doors were mostly made of wing

_. i

CALIE N

17
r
e [

wouldn’'t have been needed, except

night. There was probably more to the
building then just this one section, bt
we didn’t have time to explore furthey.

are

Cu-
ow
ere

at

Outside were benches and various thipgs

you would find around a working railf

road station. For all | know the train mg
still stop there. If anyone knows, I'd lik
to hear from them.

At the very least, the train still goe

D

y

S

by, as you can see. Trains also go by the

Kelso depot, but they don't stop at the
station and haven't for quite some timie.
It seems somewhat odd that much of th

S

part of the country grew because of the
railroads, but so few traces are left pf

them that a visitor migh wonder if a tra
had ever passed through these pa

continued on page 44
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The Grand Tour....

continued from page 27

from all the way back in Ely is designated a$ a
“Scenic Byway”, and it surely is. But I've segn
very little roadway in this end of the state that
wouldn’t qualify. Even as many times as I'je
- made the trip from Amargosa to Las Vegas(on
“ Highway 95, | still notice things that | hadn|t
seen before. And every season it’s a little pit
i different.
Anyway, the road headed more or lgss
due West with a few “passes” along the way.
They were just points that were a bit higHer
than the rest. Hardly major obstacles to any-

L small mountain ranges. This whole highway,

Now, that is about all they do. Maybe trains will make
comeback some day when fuel gets scarce and ped
finally decide to take some time to watch the scenery
they travel from Point A to Point B, instead of being in
great hurry to get somewhere.

At least that is still what one does when in a car. It
hard not to see the passing scenery, though one can
tainly avoid paying much attention. The road out of Ca
ente continued on through the hills and then then woulid
up on a rather large plain, punctuated here and therefjby
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one or anything. Soon enough we came to the junction tehty gone for the holiday weekend.
signalled the final stretch before returning “home”, which By the time we had passed Pahranagat, the sun had se
in this case meant Las Vegas. The turn on to Highway 883d it was getting darker. We decided it was time to stop and
get something to eat as there was still so
much ground left to cover. After driving a
short while a good stopping point appedred.
Another of those Nevada Historical Mark-
ers. It was the proverbial “wide spot inthe
road”, so we pulled over.
I’'m not a native Nevadan, as probdbly
most of you are not as well. So, I'm nof an
expert on Nevada history. | do live near
the California border and I'm aware of [the
original Von Schmidt Line, which is where
the border once was. But here was a mprker
for the old boundary. This was Nevagla’s
southern boundary. It didn't always hpve
it's sharp point. Way back when it
ripped from the Utah Territory, which was
about half the size of the original Loujsi-
ana Purchase. Nevada got chopped off and
other bits and pieces got whacked off{un-
til things are the way they are at pregent.
It would appear that Nevada got somp of
what was once Arizona, so the old bolyind-
ary line came right thru this area at the B7th
was the last junction before hitting the freeways of ‘Vegagarallel. Unless you're taking Nevada history, you'll pyob-
There were a string of very small towns. Had there not beasly never run across this, but it's an interesting little it of
signs, one wouldn’t have been aware of much of anythifformation which lets you know that Nevada has gone
except an occasional house or building, green fields, d@hdough several modifications before it assumed it's digtinc-
the White River. Not quite as grand as the Colorado or Miise shape of today.
sissippi, it clearly was enough to make a no-
ticeable change on the local scenery and in-
habitants. Up to this point everything had
been rather dry and brown, except for the
area around Pioche. Here it was green. We
passed Crystal Springs, Ash Springs, and
then Alamo. At least there were some signs --J-'—____H,____

of civilization in Alamo.

Finally, we come to the last major attrac- Pﬂhr‘lanagat

tion on the trip, and the terminus of the

White River. The fields disappeared and i

were replaced by marshland, and this was in Nartmnal
September of a very dry year. We were = Wildlife REﬁIEE
Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge. Ig"f--—---':‘-k =

wasn't dark, but it was around sunset, so Nl
was getting late. There was a good thre
hours of driving left to go, and we hadn’t
stopped all day for lunch or dinner. We
drove by, in no big hurry, but without stop#
ping. There were roads running along the
marsh, so one could get closer. | imagine [if
one came at the right time of the year andi
right time of the day there would be lots of

birds to be seen, stopping for a little rest while on their way continued on page 46
north or south. We could see a few, but the rest were prob-
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The Grand Tour....

continued from page 45
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OLD BOUNDARY
NEVADA'S SOUTHERN BOUNDARY I861-186T

T THE
THE 37TH DEGREE NORTH LATITUDE 1S MARKED AT THIS POINT AS
ﬁl'uflﬂf!'iﬂ LINE BETWEEN THE TERRITORIES OF UTAH AND NEW MEXICO
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPROMISE OF (850 WHICH ORIGINALLY

ORGANIZED THE LAND CEDED BY MEXICO IN 1848.

WHEN THE TERRITORY OF NEVADA WAS CARVED FROM WESTERN UTAH
IN IEESI, THIS LINE BECAME THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE NEW
TERRITORY AND CONTINUED 70 SERVE AS SUCH WHEN THE TERRITORY
AND STATE WERE ENLARGED BY EXTENSIONS TO THE EAST IN 1862,
AND I1BEB RESPECTIVELY.

IN IBET, THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE APPROVED THE ACTION OF CONGRESS
T0 ADD THAT PORTION OF THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA WHICH LAY TO
THE SOUTH OF THE LINE, WEST OF THE I[14° WEST LONGITUDE AND
THE COLORADO RIVER, AND TO THE EAST OF THE BOUNDARY OF
CALIFORNIA THIS ACTION, TAKEN ON JANUARY I8. |867, GAVE TO THE
STATE OF NEVADA THE PERMANENT BOUNDARIES A5 THEY ARE TODAY.

report on.

T T rY T T

That s AU Folles!

And, that's about it for this
trip. It was too dark to see whpt
lay off to either side of th¢
highway. Before very long the
darkness was broken by lights
) off in the distance. Lots df
() them. Soon we were approadh-
ing Las Vegas. | venture to sgy
that there will be other trips tp
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Adventuring in Red Rock Canyon

By Charlene Dean and Maria Simatos

In this land of natural wonders we sometimes fail to se@tertainment on weekends, a miniture train ride and
those awe inspiring things in our own back yard. Red Rock Caferous other attractions for the kids. The adults can
yon is one of those things. Just minutes away from both P%‘Ume fun too. Shoppmg’ a restaurant and themed 1
ump and Las Vegas lies not only a geological wonder, but ajg&ommodations will give creature comforts. Swimm

an area just chocked full of things to do. No matter what ygHrthe pool and horseback riding are also availabl
personal interests are, there really is something here for evegig Ranch.

one. Just ride the scenic loop road, which gives access to thepo you need more motvation? The following tidh
interior of of infor
the canyon, mation
for a look a n d
around, or sched-
take the ules of
kids on a events
picnic over should
the week- do the
end. If you trick.

like to hike Red
or want to Rock
do some Land
rock climb- Manage-
ing, these = ment
trails and Area.

cliffs are The
some of the best time
b e s t to take
around. If pictures
you are an is very
artist or a 5 early in
photogra- t h e
pher, you morning.
couldn’t Exactly
expect to at and
find more just after
beautiful sunrise,
vistas for the light
subject is great

matter. Did | hear you say that you would like to cycle or ggr highlighting the colors in the Wilson cliffs.
horseback riding? Well....you can do that too. And for the natu- There are a number of hiking trails and they vary

ral history buff, there are petroglyphs, the desert turtle habit@hgth and degree of difficulty. Guided hikes are sch

nu-
have
hotel
ng

B at

—

its

in
ed-

and species of fish that date back to the day of the dinosau{ged for the cooler months and information regarding

Are you looking for something more cultural? Then take ®rmat, departure times, and meeting place may be
one of the seasonal plays at Spring Mountain Ranch and {fified by calling the Visitors Center at 702/363-192]
“Super Summer Theatre”, or “Jazz Under the Stars”. You cap2/363-1922. The schedule is also posted on the we
come early and visit the gift shop or take a walking tour and sge http://www.redrockcanyon.blm.go
some of the oldest historical bUIIdIngS in this area. The tour VVﬂhings_To_Do_htm Please be sure to wear con
even take you to by the hidden “Lake Harriet”, a reservoir lo-
cated on the property.

Then, there is Bonnie Springs Ranch. They offer “Old Ne- Continued on page 30
vada”, (a western theme park) a petting zoo, a wax museum,

ob-

or
bsite
/

fy
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Red Rock .. Horseback Riding This is just another of several \Aj‘ays
continued from page 29 to enjoy Red Rock Canyon. Some of the stables are in the

park and some are not. All of them offer guides to show|you

shoes, carry water, have protection from the sun and brintha ropes and your way around. The rates range from $20.00
snack if the hike is a long one. Oh, and don’t forget the caan hour to $97.50 for all day. A list of the riding outfits gnd
eralll phone numbers follows

A num- Bonnie Springs Ranch — Old Ne-
ber of inter- vada: 702/875-4191 Cowboy Trdil
pretive pro- Rides 702/387-2457 Sagebrush Ranch
grams are 702/645-9422 Silver State “Old Wept
offered | Tours” 702/798-7788
throughout Spring Mountain Ranch State Pdrk
the season . This 520 acre oasis is rich in a h|s-
Park Ser- tory laced with Indians, bandits, cat{le
vice per- ranching, and money. From a settlempent
sonnel edu- camp for Indians and travelers alike,
cate the through a string of owners includirlg
young, the Howard Hughes, the Ranch has come a
young at long way in becoming a State Park. Tlhe
heart, and stories are all recorded at the “m4gin
the curious . house” which serves as a Visitors Cén-
on a num- E—— ’ ter, and tours are available. Guided tours
ber of sub- of the area are given weekdays at|12

scopes. The complete schedule is on the website and yauwr questions. You may contact Spring Mountain Ranch
also be obtained by calling the Visitor's Center. State Park at 702/875-4141, or visit them on the wep at

The park is open from www.state.nv.us/stparksg/
6am — 8pm The Visitors smr.htm

Center is open from 8am == = = Super Summer Thg-
— 5pm There is a $5.00 0 ' atre —” Theatre Under T
admission fee for the Stars”
Park. Season passes ar ¢ The outdoo
available for $20.00 and & amphitheatre is located In
are good for a year. : the Spring Mountai
Camping ... Ranch State Park. Thrge
The campground is ¥ plays are staged during
located 2 miles east of the - =— = the summer months arnd
Visitor's Center on Rt ] you are invited to come
159. There are grills, pic- “ and enjoy a bit of culturg
nic tables and tent pads. If in nature’s most spectacy-
you are taking a camper, ___ lar arena. Get yourse|f
31
S
e

be aware ...there are nc comfortable and bring
hook-ups save for peri- g " blanket or a chair (renta
odic water faucets for are also available from th
fresh water. There are no Park Service). You may
showers and pit toilets are the only bath house facilitigdso bring a picnic if you like, although snacks are avail-
Bring your own wood if you want a fire. Gathering wood@ble for purchase on site. The “Theatre Under the Stars”|runs
from the Conservatory is a no no. The campground accesdy during the months of June, July and August. Peffor-
road is open from 6 am to 10 pm, so if you wander awagances are scheduled for Wednesday through Saturday eve-
take a watch. The rates are 10.00 per night per site, and tihégrgs beginning at 8pm, and rarely last longer than 9:45|pm.
are limits on number of tents to a site , number of vehiclestbe summer plays are listed below as well as opening ¢lates
a site and number of people to a site. For more informati@NLY, and ticket prices.
call the Visitor's Center or visit them on the web at .
www.redrockcanyon.blm.gov/campinginfo.htm continued on page 39
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Red Rock ... Bonnie Springs Ranch

There are two major aspects to Bonnie Springs Rgnch.

continued from page 30 One is for the kids and family enjoyment, and the other, more
sophisticated version is for the adult with some rest and fjuiet
June 12th - “Godspell” July 10th - “Lil’ Abner” Au- time in mind.
gust “Old Nevada” western theme park is a replica offan
7th - 1800’s mining town, and the fascade isn't just a fake
“Annie”  front...the buildings are real. There is a wax museum ahd a
T he train ride,
gates a pet- ting
open z o o ' . el and
a t “Boot Hill”
6:00, aareay|
S 0 On the
come week- ends,
early t h e
and re- oy
serve stage gun-
your fights and
piece public
o tergs
ground. and the kids can help the “posse” catch the bad guys. [‘Old
Tick- Nevada” is open from 10:30 am until 6:00 pm Admission is
ets are $6.50 for adults, $5.50 for seniors and $4.00 for childrgn 5
$10.00 and under. Should you decide to stay over a night or ftwo,
at the The Bonnie Springs Ranch Motel has room for you. Accpm-
g ate modations range from themed rooms for lovers to suites |with
and
may be
pur -
chased
in advance for lesser and varying amounts. You may obtain
more detailed information by calling them at 702/594-7529, |.:
or visiting their Website — www.supersummertheatre.com _
Jazz Under the Stars =
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park is also host to “Jazz *
Under the Stars”. After the Super Summer Theatre has closed -
the season, another fun experience takes its place. Once &
month on a Friday evening, Michael Shivo Productions pre-
sents a jazz concert in the ampitheater. At the time of this
writing, information on dates and performing artists is un- |
available. The concerts take place during the months of Sep-==
tember, October and November, and more information will
be available at a later date on their websitidtchen facilities for groups and families. There is alsp a
www.mspjazz.com or you may call them at 702/228-378f00l and a restaurant that serves cocktails should that be

When visiting the website click on the “mailing list” optioryour pleasure, and if you like, sign up for a breakfast “rige”.

to have updated information arrive at your door. Reservations for the stabled horses must be made the
ous evening. You may reach them by calling 702/8
4191 or visiting their website g
www.bonniesprings.com

All of this is only a few miles away. Now that y¢
know..GO!!! Enjoy yourself, and tell them The Ama3
gosa News sent youl!!

Canyon and all of the activities please vi
www.sunsetcities.com/redrock.

Drevi-
75-
t

u
-

For a good source of information on Red R¢ck

Sit
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